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TAGS: EAID EEC 

SUBJECT: EC AID TO CLUB DES AMIS DU SAHEL REGION 

REF: (A) OECD PARIS 3587 (B) EC BRUSSELS A-097 

(C) EC BRUSSELS 645 (NOTAL) (D) EC BRUSSELS A-067 

1 . REF A ASKED FOR EC INDICATIVE AID PROGRAM FIGURES FOR 
MAURITANIA, GAMBIA AND CAPE VERDE. EC COMMISSION OFFICIALS 
INFORM US THAT EC HAS EARMARKED 35 MILLION UNITS OF ACCOUNT 
(MUA, ABOUT $39 MILLION) FOR MAURITANIA, THE BULK OF WHICH 
WILL GO TO HELP IMPROVE THE ROAD FROM NOUAKCHOTT TO KIFFA. 

THE PROGRAM FOR THE GAMBIA IS SET IN LOCAL CURRENCY; IT HAS 
EQUIVALENT VALUE OF 6.8 MILLION POUNDS STERLING (ABOUT 
$10.2 MILLION). THE EC HAS ALREADY GRANTED NEARLY ONE 
MILLION POUNDS FOR AN AGRICULTURAL CREDIT PROJECT IN THE UPPER 
RIVER AREA OF GAMBIA. IT ALSO PLANS TO SUPPORT A FISHERIES 
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PROJECT. TO IMPROVE JOINTLY WITH THE AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK 
BANJUL'S SEWAGE SYSTEM, AND TO ASSIST THE AGRICULTURAL TRAINING 
COLLEGE. NO PROGRAM FOR CAPE VERDE HAS YET BEEN DRAWN UP; THE 
EC PLANS TO SEND A PROGRAM MISSION THERE IN JUNE. AS INDICATED 
IN REF B. THE EC TENTATIVELY IS CONSIDERING ABOUT 6 MUA FOR THE 
ISLANDS; THIS SUM WOULD INCLUDE STABEX TRANSFERS AND EC 
ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES, HOWEVER. 
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2. BESIDES BILATERAL PROGRAM AID, THE EC IS PROPOSING SEVERAL 
MAJOR REGIONAL PROJECTS WHICH WOULD INCLUDE THESE COUNTRIES. 

(SEE REF D.) THE EC HAS EARMARKED 15 MU A FOR IMPROVEMENT OF 

THE SENGAL RIVER VALLEY AND 8 MU A FOR A BRIDGE OVER THE GAMBIA RIVER. 

3. EC INDICATIVE AID PROGRAMS FROM THE FOURTH EUROPEAN 
DEVELOPMENT FUND TO THE SEVEN CLUB DU SAHEL COUNTRIES TOTAL 
ABOUT 325.5 MU A (ABOUT $361 MILLION). THESE FUNDS SHOULD BE 
COMMITTED BY APRIL 1980, WHEN THE LOME CONVENTION EXPIRES. 

PER REF D, THE EC ALSO PLANS TO PROVIDE SUBSTANTIAL ADDITIONAL 
FUNDS TO THESE COUNTRIES UNDER ITS REGIONAL PROJECTS. HINTON 
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